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Updated Appendix Five 

Petitions raised during the Representation period 

 

Petition posted on Lewisham.gov.uk 

We are parents of children at Sir Francis Drake (SFD). Most of us have chosen SFD because it is a 
small primary school with a good record of academic achievement and has been part of our local 
community for over 50 years now. The School is located on a small site which we believe is 
appropriate for the current size of the School (210 pupils). Our children enjoy good inside and 
outside space and although the school might not be sleek and modern it is still in a good condition 
and has all the facilities necessary to ensure that its pupils and staff can work together as one happy 
family.  
 
We are very concerned about the proposed plans to enlarge SFD. We believe that doubling the 
school to 420 pupils will completely change the school's personality. The size of the school and the 
close-knit community that arose from this, were the key reasons why we chose SFD in the first place. 
The expansion would result in having a large building on the same size of land which could 
potentially lead to significant reduction class spaces, cramped common areas and smaller outdoor 
facilities, which would simply not accommodate 420 children appropriately.  

 
We are particularly concerned about the lack of information on the proposed building plans and how 
the Lewisham Council proposes to carry out building works alongside the ongoing functioning of the 
school. A number of us tried to obtain this information from your department but none was provided. 
In order for it to be a fair consultation process rather than a tick-box exercise we request the 
following:  
 
- Details of proposed building works and detailed plans of the proposed school layout  
 
- The budget for these works and who will be providing it  
 
- How the proposed changes will affect the current classroom sizes and the outdoor space  
 
- What is the added value that the proposed expansion will bring to the CURRENT users of the 
school  
 
- How the Council is going to handle the teaching process while the proposed building works take 
place  
 
- How and when would new staff be recruited to deal with the additional numbers  
 
Until we receive the above information we will continue to strongly oppose the expansion of our 
School.  

 
Although we understand that there is a need for further primary school places in the area we do not 
feel that it is fair for our school to bear the responsibility to provide these in the manner which is 
currently being proposed. The Council has approved a lot of new building in the area close to SFD 
but failed to secure the provision of new schools to meet the demand. This is utterly irresponsible 
and can only be met with opposition from the local residents and particularly from families with 
children in SFD.  
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